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The Social Contract
Book 1.2
Rousseau shows that human beings have natural liberty because, in as much as a person can alienate himself, he can't alienate his children since they are born men and born free in that their liberty belongs to them. Human beings have natural liberty through the government whereby the populace has a right to choose who will be in it for the government to be legitimate. The natural liberty of human beings is also seen through the social compact whereby after a contract is made, if it is violated or if there is a slight change in it, it becomes null and void and therefore each individual will regain his original rights. This simply means that he resumes his natural liberty while losing liberty by agreement. Rousseau argued that human beings have natural liberty as it's limited by the individuals’ power.
Book 1.3
It doesn't make sense for someone to denounce their natural liberty since they will lose something in return. From the book, if the father fails to care for the family he will lose the love of the children. States as well if the ruler will not care for its people he will be denied the right to govern them. If one denounces his natural liberty the father his status as a man. One will lose their rights as human beings as well as their duties.
Human beings are not enemies in nature there should be an agreement between them and force should not be used. According to Rousseau war occurs where there is a relation between things, not individuals and that the state of war cannot emerge out of simple personal relations but out of things relations. War can occur between individuals when they are soldiers that’s when they become accidentally enemies. In such circumstances, soldiers are not just enemies but defenders of the state. 
Book 1. 6
The only that will make people leave the state of nature is when people become increasingly civilized which means dependent on one another.
According to Rousseau, a state of nature only meant that a primitive state preceding socialization cannot have social traits like envy, pride, and fear of others. Solitary individuals should act according to their urges for example hunger as well as their natural desire for self- preservation as a state of nature is a morally neutral and peaceful condition. He strongly differs from Hobbes on the state of nature, where he argued that the state of nature is characterized by social evils and that it is survival for the fittest and that each individual has a right to do anything regardless of the interests of others. Social contract theory tries to solve the inequalities and denial of justice in society.
By saying that ‘there is only one cause or condition to the social contract’ he meant that people should sacrifice their rights so that everyone in the society can gain.
This condition is necessary when establishing a state since each person puts himself and his rights in common supreme direction of the general will and by doing that everyone becomes part of the social wholeheartedly. Unity will be achieved and a common identity hence establishing a state.
Book 1.7
Acts of association involve;
No one should have interests in making anything tougher for others since each individual gives himself entirely and happens to one that happens to others too. Secondly, since alienation is made without holding back, the union will be complete as it is and no associate has something to demand.
By him saying that ‘the sovereign, owes its very existence to the sanctity’   he meant that the body politic can enter into commitments with others because concerning other states or sovereigns they are just simple as human beings.
General will, refers to, as long as several people have gathered together regard themselves as one body they have only a single will, which is concerned with the survival and the well-being of the society. 
Book 2.1
The state should ensure that there is common good by clashing particular interests to establish a society that is in agreement. Therefore, society will be able to co-exist.
Book 2.2
The role of the general will is to ensure that there is no favoritism and partiality to achieve equality. That no society should be partial and that individuals should not think of themselves.
Book 2.3
The general will is always right as it advocates for equality of rights and the idea of justice. That general will should always be general from its object and its essence this means it should come from all and applied to all. An example from the book is whereby an Athenian populace who displaced his rulers giving honors to one and penalties to others by that he exercised functions of the government discriminatively therefore no general will that was exercised.
Book 2.4
Disobedience is a threat to the general will therefore people have to be forced to be free since it will secure its citizens from being taken away by anyone or anything else.
Book 3.1
The role of government is to prevent those people in authority from abusing their powers. It should also ensure that the private interests of individuals are tamed to ensure that there is no corruption in public offices.
Book 3.17
A good government is one that its people are prosperous. Also where population increases without any external assistance from the establishing colonies or foreigners. A good government is one that becomes stronger as the population is greater 
Book 3.18
The purpose of the state is to ensure that there is a public welfare and common interest for all whereas according to Aristotle the state is a community of persons with a purpose and that purpose is good. Also, he ranked at the highest of all communities and therefore its purpose should be the highest or supreme and that its purpose is different from other associations.
The government is established by making laws and the execution of the laws that is the legislature and the executive powers respectively. The government is an agent of the two.
Book 4.1
General will is always indestructible as where a group of people work together and have a single will there will be a common good. Peace, unity, and equality will thrive in such a society therefore government machinery will not have a lot of work. Such a society does not have many laws and when there is a need for some everyone will see it. 
It doesn’t make because like in every market there must be a mad man. In such a society not everyone will follow the laws hence the need for government machinery.
